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234 William and Maey Quarterly. 

You hold y e highest office in y e gift of y e people of y 6 great 
Eepublican State of Virginia, because you advocate y e very same 
principles — opposition to a National Bank, to ye Distribution 
bill, and, its necessary consequent, a high tariff for Eevenue — 
for supporting which I am proscribed in Mass" 3 . And you are 
called a Whig, and I am called a Democrat, a Loco Foco. I 
cannot understand how such a contradiction is to be reconciled. 

Begging y e to pardon y e freedom as well as prolixity with 
which I have written, I have y 6 honor to be, with great consid- 
eration, and unqualified respect 

Yr. obliged, humble serv', 

Grenville T. Winthkop. 
To 

Governor Gilmer — 
P. S. 

I have referred to y e speeches of other in- 
dividuals of "y e Corporals Guard," as well as 
to your own. You only anticipate a veto, 
while others speak of it as realized. 



EXPLORATIONS BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS. 

Abraham Wood came as a little boy of ten years to Virginia in the 
Margaret and John, in the year 1620. This vessel had a great fight in 
the West Indies with two Spanish men-of-war, and, though feebly 
armed and burdened with emigrants and their furniture, beat them 
both off. In the hand-to-hand fight that ensued, the passengers of the 
Margaret and John fought side by side with the sailors. The Captain, 
Anthony Chester, and Dr. Lewis Bohun, the surgeon-general of Virginia, 
performed prodigies of valor, and the latter fell mortally wounded. 
Captain Chester went to his assistance and exclaimed: "Oh, Dr. Bohun! 
What a misfortune is this." The noble doctor replied: "Fight it out, 
brave man, the cause is good, and the Lord receive my soul." Little 
Abraham escaped unharmed, and, in 1625, was living at Jamestown in 
the employment of Captain Samuel Matthews. He rose rapidly to pub- 
lic prominence, was a member of the House of Burgesses, a Member of 
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the Council, and in 1671, was one of the four major generals command- 
ing the military establishment of Virginia. In 1646 he was made cap- 
tain of Fort Henry, at the modern Petersburg (situated at the falls of 
the Appomattox), and in 1658, was colonel of Charles City and Henrico 
counties. His great grandson, Peter Jones, was the founder of Peters- 
burg. General Wood was, as might be supposed, an active, enterprising 
man, aftd, as early as 1642, received a license from the General Assembly 
to make discoveries westward and southward of Virginia. Below is the 
journal of one of these expeditions conducted by Thomas Batts, Thomas 
Wood, and Robert Fallom. The first of these explorers, Thomas Batte 
(Batts,) was the son of John Batte, who was a captain at the battle of 
Adwalton in the King's army. His sister married Rev. Philip Mallory, 
a prominent minister in the colony. Thomas Wood was a son of General 
Wood and died, as the narrative shows, on the expedition. 

Rev. John Clayton, who communicated this journal to the Royal So- 
ciety of England, was minister at Jamestown from 1684-1686. 

This journal is printed in New York Coll. Documents III., 196., and 
in "The Ohio Valley in Colonial Days," pp. 220-229. 

A Journal from Virginia Beyond the Appalachian Moun- 
tains in Septr., 1671, Sent to the Koyal Society by 
Mr. Clayton, and Eead Aug. 1, 1688, Before the Said 
Society. 

1671 

Sep tr 1.' Thomas Batts, Thomas Woods, and Eobert Fallam, 
having received a commission from the Hon'ble Major General 
Wood for the finding out the ebbing and flowing Water on the 
other side of the Mountains, in order to the discovery of the 
South Sea, accompanied with Perecute, a great Man of the 
Apomatack Indians, and Jack Neasan> formerly Servant to 
Major General Wood with five horses set forward from the Apo- 
matacks Town about eight of the Clock in the morning, being 
Friday, Sepf 1 st , 1671. That day we travelled about 40 miles, 
took up our quarters, and found, that we had travelled from 
the Okenecbee path due West. 

Sep tr 2. We travelled about 45 Miles and came to our quarters 
at Sun set, and found we were to the North of the West. 

Sep tr 3. We travelled West and by South Course and about 
three o'Clock came to a great swamp a Mile and a half or two 



